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May 21, 2020 

Dear People of God,  

The Church Council met yesterday to discuss all the blessings that we experience and participate 

in at Emmanuel Lutheran.   

Our first blessing, we thank you for your continued faithfulness in giving!  Our bank account is 

steady and all the bills are paid.  In this time of economic uncertainty your generosity is 

overwhelming.  Our staff, ministry partners, and building still need our offerings.  Please mail in 

your checks, talk to your bank about electronic transfers, or look on our website for online giving 

options.  Much gratitude to all of you for your kind stewardship.   

Secondly, we are blessed to share with our community through the Free Community Pantry.  The 

Reids have been shopping for and maintaining the supplies.  Because of the pandemic, we are 

unable to mail off the personal care items collected for Lutheran World Relief in Lent.  Those 

items will now be available to our local neighbors in the pantry.  The Free Community Pantry 

remains well stocked and is being used on a regular basis.  We will also be receiving a grant 

from the ELCA to help support our pantry.  The synod committee designating the funds was 

impressed and wants to share the community pantry idea with congregations synod-wide! We are 

blessed to be able to share in this time of such need.  

Third, sadly Lutherhaven will not be able to lead our Vacation Bible School week at Emmanuel.  

Like so many areas of ministry this will look a lot different this year.  Lutherhaven is sharing 

programming on its website which we hope to share with former VBS participants.  We are 

blessed with God’s servants in Emmanuel and Lutherhaven who follow the call to minister to 

children in these trying times.   

Speaking of the call to ministry, our next blessing is the gift of new public Christian leaders!  

Both Maxine Holden and Jake Rehm have applied to Luther Seminary and are working through 

the ELCA candidacy process to become deacons.  This is a gift to our congregation and our 

wider church!  Please keep them in your prayers in their discernment and educational journey.  

We are blessed with caring congregational members and will be encouraging you to continue to 

reach out to each other.  The leaders of our phone tree groups will be asked to check in with their 

lists once a week.   The term social distance is just plain wrong – we are in physical distance, and 

it is essential to maintain our social connections. 

Last and not least, the blessing that you all have probably most been wanting to hear of: the plans 

to resume in person church services.   At this point it looks like we may be able to meet as a 

congregation in Phase 3 of Washington state’s phased Safe Start, which we anticipate could 

happen sometime in July.  

http://www.emmanuelcheney.org/


Church council and worship committee want to start making plans for what changes we would 

need to make to ensure the safety of our congregation. We have looked at the guidelines from 

Governor Inslee and the ELCA recommendations. The church service will need to be revised to 

maintain social distance, wear masks, and not participate in singing or group speaking. The 

Council plans to meet again on June 3 to talk about what the actual service will look like and the 

ever-changing health recommendations. We plan to involve our Worship and Hospitality 

Committees to help us with this. We agreed that the annual meeting will be held once we begin 

worship in person again.  

Thank you for your continued faithfulness!  This congregation such a strong and faithful body 

and we feel blessed to be a part of if it. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Linda Span, Council President 

Arianna Arends, Pastor 


