
August 11, 2020 

Dear Emmanuel,  

 

Summary/ Abstract/ TL;DR : We acknowledge the frustration, anger, grief and isolation felt by us all at 

this stage of our struggle with Coronavirus.  No groups are allowed to gather in the building of 

Emmanuel Lutheran, Cheney.  Your leaders have caring wellness concerns as well as logistical and 

legal concerns which inform this decision.  We want to know about your spiritual care needs – fill out 

the attached survey to share with us.   

 

There has been a shift, a movement only seen from its effects on all of us.  We’ve reached the point where we 

no longer are thinking of our changed lives with Coronavirus as a short-term issue.  We were happy to make 

limited sacrifices, but these inconveniences and restrictions are wearing on us, sapping our energy, and 

springing lots of emotions.  Some I’ve spoken with feel angry, resentful, hurt, lonely, sad, anxious, confused.  

The grief we’ve held at bay can no longer be put off.  We each have to acknowledge what we’ve lost when 

COVID-19 came to our community.  When we changed our daily lives to show love to our neighbor, to protect 

them from disease, to stop the virus from harming our loved ones.   

We have lost the usual ways of seeing our friends at church, our normal ways of worship, our common 

gathering place in our building.    We cry out to God in lament.   

How long will you forget me, Lord? Forever? How long will you look the other way when I am in 

need? How long must I be hiding daily anguish in my heart? How long shall my enemy have the upper 

hand? Answer me, O Lord my God; give me light in my darkness lest I die. Don’t let my enemies say, 

“We have conquered him!” Don’t let them gloat that I am down.  But I will always trust in you and in 

your mercy and shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord because he has blessed me so 

richly. – Psalm 13 

 

We have every right to cry out our anger, resentment, pain, loneliness, sorrow, anxieties, confusion.  But before 

these emotions can move from the situation of the world to be placed on the shoulders of Emmanuel’s 

leadership let me share more with you.  

Please forgive us if you do not feel we have communicated well or frequently enough. We are working on a 

plan to improve our communication to the congregation.  Here are the thoughts of your leadership and an 

invitation to shape our mutual care of each other for the rest of 2020.   

Emmanuel Lutheran’s congregational council has decided that no groups will be allowed to gather in the 

building for worship, fellowship, study, or service.   

The foremost reason for this is the concern for health and lives.  We know our community is mostly older 

adults, many with underlying health conditions.  Any positive tests, illness, chronic results or death would be 

devastating to us personally and to our community.  Your leaders would be heartbroken and wracked with guilt 

at the very least.  

The next reason is logistical.  Our building, thankfully, has an accessible entrance which requires no use of 

stairs.  However, there is only one of these.  With the current health guidelines, a separate entrance and exit 

must be established for any group gathering.  The elevator that many of our community use is also a potential 

source of infection – a small enclosed space which must have the air and surfaces disinfected.   



Another issue is the concern of liability and legal proceedings.  Our insurance company will not cover 

Emmanuel or its leaders for any liability surrounding Coronavirus.  Our leaders would be risking their personal 

finances as members of the governing board, since we can be sued personally for decisions made.  No waivers, 

no statements of procedures will be sufficient to get legal liability coverage from our insurer.  

Frustration and confusion have been expressed on how other churches in Cheney can open doors to groups and 

worship.  Some have required reservations which excludes members of the community.  Some are relying on 

the large size of their denomination to cover them if they are sued.  Some have buildings that allow their very 

small congregation to be spread out and enter and exit at different places.  Some most likely do not feel that the 

science and health experts speaking of the pandemic are worth listening to.    We have also heard of 

congregations opening and members becoming complacent and no longer following health guidelines, risking 

the health of their loved ones and neighbors.  

I can tell you the other ELCA Lutheran churches in our area are not worshiping in their buildings.  At the end of 

this letter you will find ways to connect with their worship services, education opportunities, and faith 

formation resources.  If you are committed to the Emmanuel community, but need more spiritual support than 

we can offer at this time, please avail yourself of these options.  We are church together!   

 

 

Yours in Christ,  
 

Arianna Arends   Linda Span 

Pastor     Congregational Council President 

509-954-5886    509-714-4100 

 

 

 

O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  

Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  

Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance.  

Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.  

Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.  

All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

-- Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 76 

 

 

 

 


